
NEW MEXICO STATE ETHICS COMMISSION 

Hon. William F. Lang, Chair 
Jeff Baker, Member 

Stuart M. Bluestone, Member 
Hon. Celia Castillo, Member 
Dr. Terry McMillan, Member 

Ronald Solimon, Member 
Dr. Judy Villanueva, Member 

RESOLUTION NO. 2024-04 Authorizing a demand and civil action to enforce 
the Governmental Conduct Act 

WHEREAS, THE NEW MEXICO STATE ETHICS COMMISSION 
(“Commission”) met virtually on April 5, 2024, at 9:00 a.m.;  

WHEREAS, the Commission has the power to investigate violations and bring a 
civil action to enforce the Governmental Conduct Act; 

WHEREAS, the Commission has reason to believe that Ron Sena violated NMSA 
1978, Subsections 10-16-3.1 of the Governmental Conduct Act; 

WHEREAS, Mr. Sena is the manager of the Village of Ruidoso; 

WHEREAS, Mr. Sena and the Commission’s General Counsel have proposed a 
pre-litigation settlement agreement with Mr. Sena, attached hereto as Exhibit 1; 

WHEREAS, the Commission has reviewed the proposed settlement agreement, 
and believes that the proposed settlement agreement is in the best interests of the 
Commission; and 

WHEREAS, in the absence of a pre-litigation settlement agreement, the Executive 
Director would have sought the approval of the commission to initiate a civil 
action under NMSA 1978, Sections 10-16-14(E), 10-16-18(B), and 10-16G-9(F) 
against Mr. Sena; 



NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the New Mexico State Ethics 
Commission: 

1. The pre-litigation settlement agreement proposed by the General Counsel
and Mr. Sena, attached to this resolution as Exhibit 1, is approved.

2. Commission staff are instructed to provide updates to the Commission on
Mr. Sena’s compliance with the settlement agreement at the
Commission’s next-scheduled meeting.

Adopted by the New Mexico State Ethics Commission this 5th day of April, 2024. 

__________________________________ 
The Hon. William F. Lang 
New Mexico State Ethics Commission 
Chair 
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Boyd, Walker, SEC

From: Zach Cook <zach@zachcook.com>
Sent: Monday, March 18, 2024 4:43 PM
To: Farris, Jeremy, SEC; Boyd, Walker, SEC
Subject: [EXTERNAL] Report of probable violation of Governmental Conduct Act
Attachments: IMG_5519.heic

Follow Up Flag: Follow up
Flag Status: Flagged

CAUTION: This email originated outside of our organization. Exercise caution prior to clicking on links or 
opening attachments. 
Dear Mr. Farris and Mr. Boyd: 
 
On Tuesday, March 8, 2024, news that State Senator Bill Burt would not seek re-election during the 
current election cycle reached Ruidoso. Following that news, the mayor of the Village of Ruidoso 
decided that he would seek election to Senator Burt's seat, with nominating petitions due the following 
Tuesday, March 12, 2024.  
 
With the best interests of the Village of Ruidoso in mind, the village manager, Ron Sena, sent 
text messages to 7 subordinate village employees advising them of the mayor's decision to run for the 
senate seat. The messages were sent from a village-issued cell phone, and included the attached 
campaign logo and the following link to sign the mayor's nominating petition: 
 
https://www.electronicpetitions.elections.sos.nm.gov/ 
 
No text or comments written by Mr. Sena were included in the messages, only the logo and the link. 
 
Mr. Sena has advised me that he also used a village vehicle to deliver hard copies of nominating 
petitions to a local business and to the Village's senior citizen center. While no signatures were 
collected at those locations, the fact remains that he used a village vehicle to deliver the petitions. 
 
I am writing today to advise you that Mr. Sena acknowledges that he likely violated NMSA 1978 
Section 10-16-3.1 (A) and (C), and he desires to self-report the violation and accept any 
consequences from the Commission that may result from the violations. 
 
Mr. Boyd and I spoke on the phone earlier this afternoon and discussed a possible resolution to this 
violation without the need for litigation or other unnecessary expenditures of your agency's resources. 
Such resolution would most likely include an apology from Mr. Sena to the 7 recipients of the text 
messages, as well as a possible civil fine. Those were only mentioned on our phone conversation, 
and I understand that the two of you would have to discuss the matter further and bring it to the 
Commission for final determination of resolution. 
 
Please let me know if you need any additional information from me or Mr. Sena. Mr. Sena has spent 
his entire career in public service and is truly repentant that he may have violated any law, much less 
the Governmental Conduct Act. He and I stand ready to cooperate with you through final resolution of 
the matter. 
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--  
Sincerely,  
 
Zach Cook, Esq. 
 
 
Zach Cook, LLC 
1202 Sudderth # 425 
Ruidoso, New Mexico 88345 
(575) 937-7644 
zach@zachcook.com 
 
 
Please Note: This e-mail message may contain personal and confidential information and is intended solely for the use of the individual or 
entity to whom it is addressed and others who have been specifically authorized to receive it.  If you are not the intended recipient, you are 
hereby notified that any dissemination, distribution or copying of this communication is strictly prohibited.  Please contact the sender at 
(575) 937-7644immediately if you are not the intended recipient. 
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